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An Arvectine Instance of GENEROUS HUMANITY 
and HEROISM. 
To the PRINT ER, 


SIR, 


HE following true and affecting inftance of generous hu- 

manity and “heroifm deferves to be celebrated and re- 
peated in every part of the habitable globe. It is taken from 
the Appendix to the Monthly Review ; the author of which has 
extracted it from a valuable work, jaft publifhed at Paris by 
Monf, Pages : the particulais being known to the gentleman 
who made the extract, and who vouches for its authenticity. 

The hero who performed the act here alluded to, was a na- 
tive of Holland, who had lived from his early youth a rural life 
in the Dutch colony at the Cape of Good Hope. 

‘« He happened to be on horfebick on the coaft at the very 
point of time that a vefiel was thipwrecked by a dreadful tem- 
peft: the greateft part cf the crew perifhed in the waves ; the 
remainder were ftrugeling with death on the fhattered planks 
that ftill floated on the furface of the water: no boat could be 
fent out in fuch a dreadful ftorm for the deliverance of thefe 
poor people : the humane and intrepid Hollander undertakes to 
fave them ; he blows brand ly into the noftril s of his horfe, and, 
fixing himfelf firmly ia his fti irrups, he plunges into the fea, and 
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gaining the wreck, brings back to the fhore two men of the 
crew, each of whom held by one of his boots. In this manner 
he went and returned feveral times, and thus faved fourteen of 
the paflengers. Bat the eighth time, (and here the generous 
heart will almoft fail,) on his return, a rapid and immenfe 
furge overfet his horfe.—The heroic rider loft his feat, and was 
fwallowed up with the two unfortunate victims he was endea- 
vouring to fnatch from death.” 

What exit could be more glorious than that of this generous 
man !—We celebrate the chiefs who expire inthe field of bat- 
tle among the victims they had been Cerificing ; and if their 
motives were juft, and public-fpirited, let them have their 
glory ! But we cannot help contemplating with a more pleafing 
kind of admiration this intrepid man, dying in an attempt to 
fave his fellow-cteatures from deftruction. The ftory is true : 
the man’s name, which ovr author does not mention, was Alte- 
made; and, if we are not miftaken, the Dutch Eait-India Com- 
pany paid a juft tribute of veneration to his memory. 


Tam, your’s, Ge. 





A. C. 
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ENTERTAINING EXTRACTS from Monficur Lixncuet’s 
MEMOIRS of the BASTILE. 


[Continued from page 184.] 


whether for an interrogatory, if be be fo fortunate as to 

obtain one ; or to attend the phyfician, if not fo ill as to be 
under the neceffity of being vifited in his cell ; or for the fham 
exercife of a walk, which I fhall notice prefently ; or merely 
through the caprice of the governor ; he nds all filent, defart 
and obfcure. ‘The difmal croaking of the tura-key, by whom 
he is guided, ferves as a fignal for all to difappear, who might 
either fee, cr be feen by him. The windows of that part of 
the building where the principal officers hold their latent refi- 
dence, of the kitche: nd of thofe parts where firangers are 
flantly with curtains, lattices, and 


admitted, fhield themfelves infantly 


Ww EN they think proper to order a prifoner down ftairs, 
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blinds ; and they have the cruelty not & proces d to this onera- 
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fon “tl be ls ln a utvation to perceive it. Every tains is Cae 
culated to remind him, that within a few paces of him there are 
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him to fee, fince they are fo extremely 
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fo that the torture is encreafed in proportion to his curiofity ; 
his agonies are multiplied in proportion to his attachments, 

For a long time I imagined that I had for a fellow prifoner, 2 
perfon whofe fafety alone would have been a folace fufficient ta 
counterbalance all my other misfortunes ; and whofe apprehen- 
fion, had they been able to effect it, would have been the com- 
pletion of them, The anfwers that my interrogatories on this 
head extorted, were calculated only to confirm my fafpicions ; 
for thefe refiners on the art of tormenting never fail, when they 
can find an opportunity, to blend an habitual filence, which 
puzzles and diitraéts you, with a fimuiated fincerity, which 
drives you to defpair : whether they {peak, or are filent, you 
a fure to fuffer no lefs from their freedom than from their re- 

erve. 

It is by thefe manceuvres that father and fon, hufband and 
wife, nay, a whole parentage, may at once be inhabitants of 
the Baftile, without fo much as fufpeting themfelves to be fur- 
rounded by objeéts fo dear to them ; or may languith there in 
perfuafion that one common diftrefs invelopes the whole race, 
though a part may have been fortunate enough to efcape it. 

When a governor of St. Domingo tock it in his head, a few 
years back, to rid himfelf one morning of the courts of juttice, 
and to pack all the officers together in a veffel for France, im- 
mediately on their arrival, this whole American parliament were 
lodged in the Baftile. 

There thefe poor men found the fervitude more oppreflive 
than that of their own negroes: their confinement lafted eight 
months ; during which time, not one knew what was become of 
the others. At length they were tried, and declared innocent ; 
and all the indemnification they got, was permiffion to return, 
and refume their employments ! 

But if they are fo careful to hinder the captives from having 
the flighteit intercourfe, or even the mo diftant knowledge of 
each other, they are not fo {crupulous of making them acquainted 
that they are not alone in misfortune. Thofe double floors, 
thofe vaulted roofs, impervious to confolation, are fure indexes 
to point out to the wretched prifoner, that there is, above or be- 
low him, another wretch, whofe condition is not lefs lamentable 
than his own. The doors, the keys, the bolts, are not filent: 
the creaking of the firft, the clactering of the fecond, and the 
hollow jarring of the laft, refound from afar along thole fights 
of ftone that form the ftair-cafe, and echo dreadfully in the vat 
vacuity of the towers. Hence it was eafy for me to compute 
the number of my neighbours; and this was a freth fource of 
Sorrowful refleCtion. 
2B2 To 
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To be fenfible that you have over your head, or under vout 
fect, an afflicted being, on whom you might confer, or ae 4 
whom you might participate, comfort ; to hear him walk, 
figh ; toreflee that he is but three feet diftanr 3 to confider the 
pleafure there would be in breaking through that narrow fpace, 
together with the impoffibilicy of effecting it ; to have caufe 
for affli@tion, no lefs from the buttle that announces the arrival 
of a new comer, who is to partake of, without alleviating your 
bondage, than from the filence of the dungeons, that gives yoa 
notice of the happier lot of your former companions in mifery, 
are punifhments beyond what the imagination can conceive ; 
they are thofe of ‘Tantalus, Ixion, and Sifyphus, united. 

But this anxiety is fometimes {till more horrible. I am con- 
vinced that my fellow-captive in the chamber below mine died 
during my imprifonment: though I cannot fay whether his 
death was natural, or infli€ted. It happened, one morning 
about two o ‘clock, that I heard a prodigious uproar upon the 
fiair-cafe: a valt number of people were afcending the thairs in 
a tumultuo@s manner, and advanced no farther than the door of 
that chamber: they feemed there to be engaged in much bul. 
tle and difp ute, and to be ranning frequentiy backwards and for- 
wards: I heard very diftinétly repeated frann ics aud groans. 

Now, was this an a& of face our, or an af taffination ? Was it 
a phyfician, or an executioner? J] know 
not: but three days after, about the fame hour in the morn 
IT heard, at the fame door, a nore leis violent: I thought I 
could diitinguith the carrying up, the fetting dowa, the hilling, 
and the fhutting of acofin. ‘hele ceremonies were fucceeded 
by a ftron2 imell of janiper.-—In another place thefe proceed- 
ings would not have caufed fo much alarm : bat yacge what aa 
impreflion muft they not have made in the Battik, at fuchan 
hour, and at fo fmall a diltance! 

Whilft the regimen of the Battile places by thefe means, aud 
by others which | thal] advert to prefently, the life of every one 
thrown into it, in che hands of his keepers, it will alfo have his 
fate dependent on them alone. They are confcious, and itis 
one of their principal enjoyments, that their regimen is pro- 
duétive of nothing but delpair : they are well aware, that there 
are moments, when fuch in particular of their reeree as have 
not had their courage awed by crimes, or their fenfidility ener. 
vated by habitual flavery y, would be tex mpte d to put an end, by 
tranfitory pang, to fo tedious a facceflion of agonies ; pe that 
is precifely what they labour to prevent. Tey are even more 
appreheufive leit one of their se a eee fhould evade the torments 
inflicted on him by death, than by an efcape. This Phalaris 
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of a governor is, above all, anxious that his prifoners may feel 
to the utmoft the fery tortures of his éud/; and, by an art pe- 
culiar to the Baitde, the sanititiicidies precautions which they 
adopt, in order to obs tate this pretended danger, are no lefs hu- 
miliating than painful; are as fit to foment a defire of the ca- 
taftrophe wiich they are calculated to prevent, as they are to 
hinder the execution of it. 

I obferved, that a prifoner was not permitted to have {ciffars, 
knife, or razors. Thus, when they ferve him with provition, 
repelled by his fighs, and watered by his tears, it is neceffary 
that the turn-key cut — moriel for him. For this purpofe, 
he makes ufe of a knife rounded at the point, which he is care- 
fol to put up in his pocl ket, after each difiection. 

One cannot prevent the nails from fhooting cut, or the hair 
from growing. But a prifoner has no means of getting rid of 
thefe incumbrances, without undergoing a frefh humiliation : 
he muft requeft the loan of a pair of {ciffars; the turn-key 
fiands by while he is ufing them, and carries them off immedi- 
ately alter. 

As to the beard, it is the furgeon’s bufinefs to fhave ; and 
this office he performs twice a week. He and the turn-key, 
agent, or fuper-intendant to all that pafies in the Tower, care- 

rd of the prifoner does not approach too 
firument: like the axe of the execu- 








fully watch that the 
near the tormidable 
tioner, it is deve loped only at the mo ment of ulng it. 

They ftill remember, in the Bafiile, the difturbance occafioned 
there by the temerity of Mr. Lally ; though at a time when he 
little {ufpetted his impending fate. He one day got hold of a 
razor, and in ajocular manner refufed to give it up. That did 
not indicate any very defperate defign ; neverthelefs, the alarm 
bell refoanded throughout the ca‘tle. The guard was put un- 
der arms, and tweaty bayonets poi nted towards the chamber : 
perhaps they were even prep: ing the cannon ; when peace was 
reflored by the return of rane dreadfu! tool meni its cafe. 

It is futile and ridi yas to urge the pretence thit this cir- 
cum{pection of th ists has for its object the fecurity of the 
keepers, no leis than that of the captives, Whatcan be dreaded 
fromm a man loaded with fuch heavy chains, hemmed in by fo 
many walls, encompaiied by fo many guards, and watched with 
fo much attention ? But whatever their motive for being afraid 














to leave him {fo miferable a refource, it is evident that it is his 
defpair tl ey are the snoit apprehenfive of. Now they kaow that 


this defpair is the confequerce only of their own reiterated tor- 
tures ; and they diiarm hi hand » merely to have it in their 
power to rend his heart with impunity. 
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I have often mentioned the turn-keys, without explaining the 
nature of their office. They are the fubaltern officers of the 
caltle, and have charge of ail that relates to the fervice of the 
prifoners. This, indeed, is but trifling ; for all they have to 
do is, to diftribute the provifions throughout the cages within 
their refpective diftrifts, ‘They vifit them thrice a day, at feven 
o’clock in the morning, at eleven, and at fix in the evening : 
thofe are the hours of breakfaft, of dinner, and fupper. They 
are clofely watched, left they fhould make a longer ftay than is 
requifite to depofit their burthen. Thus, in the twenty-four 
hours that compofe a day, or rather a night, in the Baftile, a 
prifoner has but thefe three fhort reliefs. 

The turn-keys are not even to r.-make the beds, or to {weep 
out the rooms. The reafon affigned for it, is, that in the exe- 
cution of this bufinefs they might be ill-treated, or perhaps af- 
faffinated. The juftice of this pretext admits an enquiry ; the 
thing itfelf is certain, Neither age, nor infirmity, nor delicacy 
of fex, can exempt the prifoners from this neceffity : the man of 
letters, unaccuftomed to thefe operations, and the opulent man, 
no lefs unacquainted with them, are equally obliged to fubmit to 
the fame etiquette. 

The turn-keys, indeed, do not invariably conform to it: they 
fometimes render fervices that cannot be exaétedof them. But 
they muft do it with as much fecrecy, asif they were halding an 
illicit correfpondence with an enemy : the fury difguifed in the 
form of a governor, who will take the alarm if he cannot hear, 
as he paffes by the dungeons, the groans or lamentations of his 
captives, would quickly punith them for their ill-timed lenity. 

It is in this total filence, I muft again repeat it, in this gene- 
ral defolation, in this void exiftence, more cruel than death, fince 
it does not exclude griet, but rather engenders every kind of 
grief ; it is in this univerfal abftraétion, it cannot be repeated 
too often, that what is called a prifoner of ftate in the Baftile, 
that is, a man who has difpleafed a minifter, a clerk in office, 
or a valet, is given up without refource, without any other diver- 
fion but his own thoughts, or his alarms, to the moit bitter fenti- 
ment that can agitate a heart yet undegraded by criminality, to 
that of oppreff:d innocence, which forefees its deftruction, with- 
out the poffibility of a vindication: it is thence that he may 
fruitlefsly implore the fuccour of the laws, the communication 
of what he is accufed of, the interference of his friends : his 
prayers, his fupplications, his groans, are not only uttered in 
vain, but they are even acknowledged by his tyrants to be ufe- 
lefs ; and this is the only information they vouchfafe him. Aban- 
doned to all the horror of liftlefsnefs, of inaétion, he is daily 
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fenfible of the approaching clofe of his exiftence ; and he is at 
the fame time fenfible, that they prolong it only to prolong his 
punifhment. Derifion and infult are added to cruelty, in order 
to encreafe the bitternefs of privation, 

For inftance, at the end of about eight months I conceived 
the idea of eluding the tedious hours of my confinement, by a 
recollection of my paft mathematical ftudies. I accordingly ap- 
plied for a cafe of inftruments, and took care to limit the fize to 
three inches, in order to obviate all pretext for a refufal. This 
favour I was obliged to folicit for the fpace of two months ; per- 
haps a cabinet council was convened to confider of it. It was 
at length granted: the cafe arrived, but without compafs. On 
fignifying my difappointment at it, they informed me coolly 
that arms are prohibited in the Batftile. 

I had to foiicit afrefh, to petition, to memorialife, to difeufs 
ferioufly the difference between a mathematical cafe of inftru- 
ments and a cannon. After another month, thanks to the 
charity and to the invention of the commiflary, the compafies 
were brought. But in what fafhion ? Madeof bone. Of fuch 
fabftance had they fabricated, at my expence, all that in a cafe 
of inftraments fhould be made of feel. 

I ftill preierve this new-fafhioned piece of geometrical appa. 
ratus. After having kept itas the ornamentof my ftaly whilft 
I live, I fhall be careful that after my death it fhall be configned 
to fome magazine, or mufeum, where it may not be at a lofs for 
fpectators. It will there hold a diftinguifhed place amidft the 
monuments of barbarian induftry, of which travellers fometimes 
favour us with a fample. No invention, of the moft ingenious 
among the favage tribes, can be more defervedly an object of 
public curiofity. 

There are prifoners in the Baftile, who at a meal are not al- 
lowed above four ounces of meat. Thefe portions have beer 
weighed more than once. The inferior officers know the fact, 
and lament it. Nothing could be more eafily verified, if the 
minifter would fhicld from the refentment of their chief the fu- 
balterns who might difclofe his fordid peculation. 

There were tome tables, indeed, better fupplied ; and mine, 
allow, was of the n mn ( 
an evil, to thofe to whom it is yrante 
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This is a quefion I 








cannot anfwer with precifion. ‘Though it carries a more ho- 
nourabie appearance, perhaps it may conceal fome dangerous 
artifice. [ heve known féveral, who, during their confinement 
in the Battile, have lived on milk alone : others, as Mr. De la 
Bourdonnaie, have folicited and obtained permiffion to he ferved 
with provifions from their own houfes. They coaftantly refufed 
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me this privilege ; and even, for the firit « eight months, that of 
buying any article whatever, as I have already obferved, altho’ 
I had money depofited i in the handsof the officers. 

I made amends for this, by the moft {crupulous attention to 
eat but little of every dith ; to wath feveral times whatever had 
a fufpicious appearance : yet, notwithftanding all, thefe precau- 
tions, I could not entirely efcape what I dreaded with too much 
reafon, The eighth day of my confinement, I was feized with 
a cholic, and a vomiting of blood, to which I was afterwards 
ever fabjett 5 a diforder, of which the reiterated attacks indi- 

= the frequent renewal of the caufe. 

n this fubjeét I was neither doubtful nor filent. I wrote an 
Ri ned times to the leutenant-general of tle poli ice, that they 
were giving me poifon. I dec! ired the fame thin g verbal! ly to 
his fabftitute ; Ideclared it to the phyfician, to the furgeon, t 
the oficers themtelves of thecaftle : all the anfwer [ could ever 
get was an infulting laugh. 

[To be concluded in sur nex!.] 





DESCRIPTION o TEIGNMOUTH, ze DEVON. 


Communicated by a CORRESPONDENT. 


EIGNMOUTH, a pretty little fea-port town on. the 

fouthern coaft of Devon, diftant about fitteen miles to the 
north-weft of Exeter, is fituated on the mouth of the river 
Teign, from whence it derives its name. The merchants fitted 
out from hence twenty or thirty fail of velle Is annually for the 
Banks of Newfoundland ; but the late de‘truétive war feems to 
have put almotft a final period to this branch of their commerce, 
and the chief mercantile buline!s now tranfaéted there, feems to 
confift in the exportation of pipe-clay for the carthen-ware ma- 
nufactories at Briftol, Liverpool, &c. It is much frequented in 
the fummer months by perfons of both fexes,and many very re- 
ipectable families refide there for the benefit and pleafure of fea 
bathing. It has a very commodious fandy beach, and fine 
tranfparent water for this perpofe, and is theltered by a pointof 
land on the fouth-weft, we - known to mariners by the name of 
The Na/s ; and by a chain of very lofty hills, or red lands, which 
form an humb!e epitome of Alpine greatneis, on the north-eatt. 
You have here tolerably good bathing-m achines, and a great 
variety of fea-nymphs, of all ages and com} 'plexions, to attend 
Jadies and gentlemen on their deicent » the dominions of 
ck; ie} tune, and to render them every alii ince and folace on 
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their emerfion from the briny clement, that can be afforded.— 
You have fevera]l pleafant walks and rides, for exercife and air, 
on the fea-fhore and other places; and, in jaftice to the country 
round about, it may be faid to poffefs a great many rural charms, 
particularly its appearance un the eait-lide of the river, up as 
far as the town of Newton-Bufhel, (where it is navigable for 
{mall craft,) being beautifully diverfified with trees, fields of 
corn, and paftures ; which, from their fertile and happy fizua- 
tion, feem (particularly in harvett-time) to laugh and rejoice. — 
You have here a great plenty of whiting, meckrel, and her- 
rings, caught ; and likewile a large quantity of very fine oys 
ters and cockles, brought daily to your houfes, 

On the fouth-welt fide of Teignmouth, and nearly on the 
conflux of the Teign, are fituated a few pleafant dwellings, that 
are moftly inhabited by fifhermen, or rather filher-women, which 
is called and diftinguithed by the name of Shail-Down.—The 
female inhabitants of this falutary and pifcaine fhore, from be- 
ing accuftomed to draw their fubfiftence in nets from the bofom 
of the oczan, have acquired all that firmnefs of refolution pecu- 
liar to Neptune’s fons, and fhoot their {cans, and row and na- 
vigate their boats, with as much dexterity and {pirit as any Bri- 
tifh tars. 

I will only obferve further, that Teignmouth feems but to 
want one additional accommodation to render it a very plea- 
fant and agreeable refidence for the fummer feafon. I mean a 
well-reculated boarding-houfe, fuch as they have at Weymouth, 
Lyme, Sidmouth, and other places on the coaft. 





Tbe HISTORY of a COURTIER, virtrvous, though p1s- 
GRCED, and though DISCRACED, yet HAPPY; as related to 
CANDIDUS, the Frienp of Tauru. 

{From Murdoch's Pitures of the Heart. ] 


= NDER the fceptre,”’—refumed Alfaleh, after a thort 
paufe—** under the fcepter of the magnanimous Nour- 
gehan, the kingdom of Yemen enjoyed, for above twenty years, 
all the bleflings which could flow from an almoft uninterrupted 
peace.—Beloved by his fubjects, dreaded by his foes, refpected 
by his neighbours beyond all the other princes of Afia, did 
Nourgehan enjoy the God-like praife of being at once a great 
and an upright monarch. 
** His favourite diverfion was the chace, particularly that of 
the beafts of prey; and this he indolged, not merely becaufe 
Vou. Il. 35. 22°C it 








202 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


it afforded a fcope to his courage, but becaufe it tended alfo to 
deitroy the moft dangerous enemies to the flocks of his fubje&s. 

«« Often would he quit the palace of Mouab, and climb the 
mountains of Masfa, in dauntlefs defiance of the fierce tyger, 
and of the mighty lion. —Thofe mountains I then inhabited, in 
the humble, though happy, condition of a fhepherd. I had 
numbered my five-and- twenticth year ; had received an educa. 
tion fuperior to what generally falls to the lot of my ftation ; 
and was, atall the feats of heroic exertion, accounted the moft 
expert youth in the whole country. 

“© One day, the king having out-ftripped his attendants in 
the purfuit of a furious wolf, arrived at the very place where I 
was employed in watching my flock. With wonder I beheld 
him affail the beatt alone ; ; and as I had never feen Nourgehan 
—in whofe garb yor c was nothing now by which he might be 





5. mg sne of the emirs in his retinue—I flew to his 
afiiftance, unc us that he was my fovereign. 
«¢ Arm: rd both for annoyance and defence, with my trufty 


javelin I happily flew the wolf; at the very moment too, in 
which the priuce, unequal to the conteft, becaufe already over- 
come with fatigue, muft otherwife have fallen a victim to the 


rage of his mercileds antagonift.—Nourgehan exprefled to me 
all the gratitu le of a generous, an exalted foul ; and at length 


— =pleafed with my anfwers—he afked if J had never thought 
t court.——— 

© At court td exe ed I :—* alas! what fhould I do at 
court fA firanger to ambition, a ftranger to avarice, in the 
culture of this {pot of ground, and in the care of that little 
flock, I find an ample gratification of all my wih ies, an ample 
provifion for all my wants. —The king, great as he is in power, 
can add nothing to the feli city of a man, whe fe fole object is to 
live in a fate of peaceful obicurity; to render himfelf in that 
tate ufeful; and—as the occup: ati - de areft to his heart—to 
cherifh, in the evening of life, a helplefs father. All thefe 
bleflings here do I poilefs on my native mountains ; and were I 
atisfied with them, in vain. fhould I fearch for happinefs 
elfewhere.’ 

*« But (refumed Nourgehan) if you were to goto Mouab, the 
king, perhaps, whofe benevolence is not unknown, might——’ 

© Unknown !’ cagerly, but rudely interrupted 1 :—* no; 
even in thefe defarts the benevolence of Nourgehan is our con- 
ftant theme. —— Are we to be told, that it is to him—that it is 
to the love he bears to his people—we are indebted, under hea- 
ven, for all the comforts “ enjoy !——1s not Nourgehan the 

benefactor, the father, of his people !—As fuch, at 
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every fetting fun, do we not, with one accord, fervently offer up 
our prayers, that the days of our fovereign may be long !—that 
fill his reign may be profperous !—that he may leave behind 
him, to rule over our moft remote pofterity, children who fhall 
perpetuate his virtues !’ 

«© T {poke with all the ardour of aloyal enthafiaft; nor could 
the prince fupprefs the tranfports with which, through that en- 
thufiafm, he was agitated.—Never, it is evident, could he have 
received a ftronger affurance of the fincerity with which he was 
praifed ; and with tears, which vainly he ftrove to conceal, he 
faid to me, ‘ Adieu, thou brave, thou virtuous youth !—Too 
much love haft thou for thy king, not to experience his friend- 
fhip ; and e’re Jong wilt thou hear from him.’ 

** Having thought nothing farther of what had paffed at this 
interview—for, ignorant as I was of courts, | knew too much of 
them, however, to pay a moment’s attention to what a courtier 
might tell me—TI was not a little aftonifhed, the next morning, 
tareceive a meflage from the king, commanding my immediate 
attendance at the foot of the throne. 

“* On being ufhered into the royal prefence, I threw myfelf 
proftrate before my fovercign ; and thus I remained, ’till, with 
his own hands, he raifed me from the ground. 

* Shepherd,’ faid he, with an air of gracious affability, which 
never forfook Nourgehan, and which ieemed to diffufe around 
his throne an additional luftre—‘* Shepherd, I am he, of whofe 
life, at the peril of thy own, thou waft yefterday the preferver. 
Wert thou a man of vulgar mould, with riches, and with empty 
titles, would I acquit my obligations to thee ; but, from the 
dignity of thy mind, and from the contempt with which thou 
Jookeft down on opulence and grandeur, I pronounce thee to be 
worthy—more than worthy—to be my chief couniellor. In 
the character of vizir, then, henceforth fhalt thou co-operate 
with me in the profecution of fuch meafures as may yet more 
promote the happinefs of my people, yet more conciliate to me 
their love.’ 

** In a country like Yemen—where one glance of royalty is 
fufficient to elevate a fubje& to the fummit of hoaour, or to 
plunge him into an abyfs of infamy—a choice fo precipitate, 
and, apparently, fo prepotterous alfo, is hardly productive of 
wonder. 

** Raifed as I now was to 4 fituation in which fo much good, 
and fo much evil, might be done, never did I court the tavour 
of my royal matter, but by endeavours to merit, at the fame 
time, the affections of his people. ——-Besween their intereits 
and his—conceiving them to be effentially the fame—lI ftrove 
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not to make the fmalleft diftin€tion ; nor did I ever dare to fub- 
ftitute my caprice, or my will, in the place of the eltablifhed 
laws of the realm ;—Jaws, however, of which I fcrupled not, 
on ail occafions, to moderate the feverity, when it might be 
done without-an abfolute perverfion of the ends of jultice. 

‘¢ For a long feries of years, fuch were my ptinciples, fuch 
was my conduct ; and for both I received an adequate reward— 
the only one, indeed, worthy of an exalted mind,—the {miles 
of my king, and the bleffings of my fellow-fubjects. 

** Boftam, who enjoyed the chief command of the troops, 
had lof an importa:t battle ; and loud ws the clamour excited 
acainft him for an. event, of which, «s having been fatally un- 
fortenate, it was bafely endeavoured to ftamp him the guilty au- 
ther. 

** Could I witnefs {uch proceedings, and not fpurn at them ? 
No. In the midft, therefore, of a perfecution, unmerited as it 
was unprecedented, I ftood forth the advocate of the gu!lant, 
though difcomfited chief ; and this I did, not becaufe I knew 
him tobe my friend, but becanfe I knew him to be himfelf, on 
the prefent occafion, friendlefs ;—becaufe I knew, alas! that it 
was determined to render him the victim of ‘a difafter, which it 
had been impoffible for him to forefee, and which, at any rate, 
he had been denied'the means to prevent. 

‘© In vain was it to tell me, that Nourgehan had already 
doomed him, unheard, to a perpetual banifhment. This cir- 
cumftance ferved but to animate me the more in his defence ; 
and with fuch zea] did J affert his ftill unfhaken loyalty, patri- 
ouiim, and courage, that I found myfelf fubjected’ to the heavy 
charg havi et at defiance the royal authority. 
at my firmnels—or rather, as he had beer 
igh it, my contumacy,—the king too readily liftened 
to this foul afperfion ; and many days had not elapfed, when I 





received orders to accompany Boftam in his exile. 
«© OF the fpot to which we fhould retire, happily the choice 
i Ives ; and here I accordingly fixed my refidence 
meto ho.d dear on earth—a wife, a daugh- 
ns [I wept for the loft proteétion of a monarch, 
tied yet more than [ had ever loved ; but if 
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rught d knew of forrow, that I was no longer fuffered to enjoy 
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the rank to which, agaiaft my will, he hed exalred me, it was 

becaufe I was alfo no longer fuffercd to enjoy the power, con- 
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«* Boftam bore hot his fall with the like equanimity.—Nei- 
ther could the confolations of friendfhip, nor the fweets of tran- 
quillity and retirement, efface from his difeafed mind the charms 
of ambition. To the confuming pangs of grief and difap- 
pointment, he remained a ceafelefs. prey for the period of twelve 
revolving moons, when—ftill bitterly fighing for a reitoration of 
the: honours -which had. been fo cruelly torn from him—he 
breathed his laft upon my bofom. 

«« By the death of my ’ Glend, I found myfelf infinitely more 
affefted than I had been by the lofs of rank—by -the lofs of 
even power ;—but in the tendernefs of my Nadina, and in the 
carefies of an infant-prattler, the only retaining pledge of our 
loves, I {till found a balm for all my woes. 

«¢ With them, for fifteen years, did I lead a life of calm de~ 
light. During that périod, the whole of my time—unlefs 
what I devoted to the ftudy of nature, and of nature’s God— 
was engrofled by the occupations which our daily fubfiflence ren- 
dered neceflary ; or by thofe, yet more pleafing, which were 
effential to the plan of education [ had laid down for a beloved- 
child—a child, who continued ‘ftill to chear her father with the 
promife—now beyond his own moft fanguine expectations re- 
alizei—that fhe would, one day, amply requite him for all‘the 
pains he took to cultivate her genius, and to enrich her mind. 

«* But, ah! without fome intervening alloy, fleeting, at the 
beft, are all the enjoyments of man.—s.x mouths ago, *Nading 
left me, in orcer to obtain from heaven the reward of thofe vir- 
tues, which, to her huiband, were, even on earth, a fource of fe- 
licity 5 ; and whick, to her daughter, have proved’ a mocel of 
what, otherwiie, the leflons of the fondeft parent could have but 
feebly inculcatea to. her. 

«© My Nacina, however, is happy ; and, if happy, fhall an 
accent of murmur drop from tae lips of Alfaleh!—No: with a 
pious reignatioa—tue fruit of a well grounded affurance, that 
e’re long, without the poffibility of a iecond difunion, blifsful 
they fhall meet agai »—cheartul.y will he ftill adore the Power 
that inflidted even th is, the lait, and the fevereft ftroke, hc ever 
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experienced, 

[hus ip ke the venerable Alialeh, while down his furrowed 
cheek, in i:lent progreflion, trickled an unrefifled tear—a tear, 
which, to thofe who had themfelves never known what it was to 
weep, or who, from we epi 1g, had never known what it was to 
enjoy a pleat ure, Ww ould have “appeared a downright violation of 
his boatted ferenity; but which Candidus fympathetically felt 
» be a balmy effuhion of joy at his having thus had an oppor 
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tunity of cordially unbofoming himfelf to a foul congenial with 
his own, 





A foort Account of th CHARACTER and HISTORY of 
ACHMET ¢he FOURTH, the prefent Emperor of the 
Turks. 


HIS fovereign was born on the 18th of May, 1747: he 
was the fon of Achmet the Third, who was dethroned 
in the year 1730. From his early years he has been the object 
of the moft cruel misfortunes. The greateft part of his life has 
cen paffed in a fortof ftate-prifon, where he remained ’till the 
death of his brother, which happened on the 24th of January, 
1774. That prince, a few hours before he expired, fent for the 
preient fultan, declared him his fucceflor, and recommended to 
his care his own fon Selim, then a boy about twelve years of age. 
Achmet was proclaimed fultan the fame day, and took the reins 
of government at the critical period of the Ruffian war. He, 
however, concluded a peace, after having changed moft of the 
members of the divan, who had gained too great an afcendency 
over his brother. With refpec to his nephew, far from re- 
venging his own imprifonment upon him, he kept the young 
prince in his palace, loaded him with careffes, and has always 
behaved to him with the tendernefs of a father. The prince 
has now reached his twenty-fecond year. The greatnefs of foul 
which appeared as well in this, as many other of his actions, 
gave the people the highett expectations of his government, and 
hitherto they have not been difappointed, 

As foon as he was firmly feated on the throne, he employed 
every meafure to produce feveral very neceffary regulations in 
various points, relating to the government of theempire. He 
was principally diligent in obferving that juftice was impartially 
adminiftered ; and thofe governors and bafhaws who had in any 
manner oppreffed his fubjects, he punifhed according to their 
different degrees of guilt. The civil wars, however, were too 
deeply rooted to be extirpated at once, and other bafhaws and 
governors have from time to time become the victims of their 
own cruelty or avarice. In thefe laudable endeavours for the 
promotion of juitice, and the welfare of his people, his highnefs 
was vigoroufly affifled by the prefent grand vizir, and by the 
captain bafhaw, or grand admiral, two men of incorruptible 
firmnefs and integrity. By their continual efforts, they have in 
a great degree removed the chief obdftacle to the civilization of 
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the Turks : this was an utter averfion to the manners and cuf- 
toms of the Europeans, and indeed to all kinds of innovation. 
This prejudice is now almoft furmounted ; and the Turks now 
begin, without much repugnance, to fuffer the introduction of 
many European cuftoms in the civil as well as military depart- 
ment. And if we may believe their laft accounts, the whale 
nation, animated by them, begin now to difplay a bravery and 
adtivity unknown ’till the prefent reign. Ina fhort time, it is 
to be hoped that all the difficulties will be removed which have 
fo long kept them in a ftate of barbarifm. 





The COMPLAINT of BELINDA, an AFRICAN. 


EVENTY years have rolled away fince, on the banks of 
Rido da Valta, I received my exiilence. 

The mountains, covered with {picy forefts; the vallies, loaded 
with the richeft fruits, fpontaneoufly produced, joined to a tem- 
perature of air which excludes exce{s, would have yielded me the 
moft complete felicity, had not my mind received early impref- 
fions of the cruelty of men—of men whofe faces were like the 
moon, and whofe bows and arrows were like the thunder and 
lightning of the clouds. 

The ideas of thefe, the moft dreadful of all enemies, filled my 
infant flumbers with horror, and difturbed my noon-tide mo- 
ments with cruel apprehenfions ! But, alas! my affrighted 
imagination never reprefented diftreffes equal to thofe I have 
experienced in reality. 

Before I had twelve years enjoyed the fragrance of my native 
groves, and before I had realifed that Europeans placed their 
happinefs in yellow duft, wherein I carelefsly marked my infant 
foorfteps, even when in a facred grove, with each hand in that of 
a tender parent, paying my devotion to the great Oriffa, who 
creates all things, a band of white men, driving many Africans 
before them in chains, rufhed into the hallowed fhades. 

Could the tears, the fighs, the fupplications from tortured pa- 
rental affections, have blunted the keen edge of avarice, 1 might 
have been refcued from that agony which thoufands of my coan- 
try’s children have experienced ; but which none have ever de- 
{cribed. 

In vain I lifted my fupplicating voice to an infulted father— 
in vain I elevated my guiltlefs hands to a difhonoured Deity! I 
was ravifhed from the bofom of my country—from the arms of 
my friends :—while the advanced age of my parents rendered 
them unfit for fervitude, I was cruelly feparated from them for 
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Scenes--which imagination never conceived—of a floating 
world—the fupporting monfters of the deep, and the familiar 
meetings of billows and clouds, ftrove,.but in. vain, to divert 
my melancholy attention from three hundred Africans in chains, 
fuffering- the moft excruciating torments ;--fome, however, re- 
joicing that the pangs of death enfured them freedom. 

Once. more my, eyes were blefled with a continent;—but, 
alas ! how-unlike the land where I received my being ! Here 
all things appeared. unpropitious :=I learned to catch the ideas 
marked by the founds of language, only to know that my doom 
was flavery, from which death alone could emancipate me. 

What did it avail to me, that the walls of my lord were hung 
with fplendour, and that the.duft tredden under fuot in my na- 
tive country crouded his gates with fordid worfhippers? The 
laws had rendered ‘me incapable of receiving property ; and 
though I was a free, moral. agent, accountable for my own ac- 
tions, yet I was never a moment at my owndifpofal. 

One of his- meaneft fervants robbed me of innocence by force, 
and at an age when my youth fhould have been my fecurity 
from pollution. 

Fifty years were my faithful hands compelled to ignoble fervi- 
tude, for the benefit of a cruel, ungrateful mafter, until, as if 
natious muft be agitated, and the world convulfed for the pre- 
fervation of that freedom which the Almighty Father intended 
for all the human race, the war broke out between Great Bri- 
tain and America. 

The terror of men armed in the caufe of freedom, compelled 
my mafter to fly, and to breathe away his life in a land where 
dominations fits enthroned, pouring outrage and cruelty on all 
who dare to be free. 

My face is now marked with the furrows of time, and my 
frame feebly bending ander the oppreffion of years ; while, by 
the law of the land, [ am denied the enjoyment of one morlel 
of that immenfe wealth, a part whereof bath been accumulated 
by my owninduftry, and the whole augmented by my labour. 


BELINDA. 





AREMARKABLE DWARF. 

AST fpring died, in the parifh of Hengueville, in Nor- 

mandy, a remarkable dwarf, aged twenty-one years, only 
two feet four inches and three lines high. His voice was fome- 
what more mafculine than that of a child of the fame fize, but 
he hardly ufed to {peak any thing but fingle words, fuch as Yes 
or No, &c. He invitated the the cri¢s of a dog, cat, and theep ; 
pointed with his hand to what he knew, and would laugh and 
cry; although commonly melancholy 
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SIR, 


Y inferting the following produétion of a Jeifare hour in 
your valuable Repofitory, you will greatly oblige 
Your conftane cuftomer, 
And obedient fervant, 
JOHN DUNKERTON, Junior. 
Shepton-Mallet, Auguf? 12, 1783. 





ATHEME ox a SPIDER. 


TH  fpider’s ingenuity in fpitning fo fine a web is admi- 
rable! fhe, though a {mall and defpicable infe&, taught only 
by the inftiné&t of nature, conftantly labours to compleat her 
little web; no lett or hindrance, but death, can force her to 
leave her work unfinifh’d ; and, what is moft to be admired, fhe 
fpins it out of her own bowels; her own little “underftanding dis 
reéts her, her own fkill perfects it. And yet this beautiful web, 
which no human artift can furpafs, is defigned on'y as a‘fnare 
to catch flies for her fupport. We fhould be miftaken if we 
thought the work was to no purpofe; for by this cunning inven- 
tion fhe lives: did fhe not {pin the mutt ftarve. 

Still our admiration of the fpider’s web vanithes at the thought 
of the danger it is always in: a ftout fly breaks it by degrees, 
duft choaks it, and a broom fweeps down both the {pider and 
her work. ‘Thus riches and honours are mere fhadows and un- 
certainties ; if you enjoy the greateft affluence one day you may 
be reduced to penury and mifery the next. ‘The gifts of fortune 
are not to be depended upon ; what fhe beftows with one hand 
fhe as-often takes away with the other ; therefore, if we would 
confult our own happinefs, we fhould not fo much afpire after 
the external riches and honours of the world as after wifdom 
and virtue, inward graces, and the ornaments of the mind. 





Tue UNFORTUNATE CITY. 


HE feveral viciffitudes of fortune which the city of Meffina 

has undergone, are nota little remarkable: In {plendour, 

commerce, and population, it once vied with the firft cities in 

Italy ; but in the year 1743, it Was almoft entirely depopulated 
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by the plague. A year or two after, the putrid f{mall-pox, in lefs 
than fix months carried off 70,000 people. It the year 1777, it 
did not contain 30,000 inhabitants; commerce had entirely 
ceafed; the beautiful buildings which adorned the port were 
chiefly deferted ; fo that, according to the expreffion of an in- 
genious traveller (the count de Borch), it was in this fate of 
langour, like a beautiful body, without its vivifying principle. 

fo this progrefs of human mifery, the laft hand has been put by 
the late earthquake. Sie sranfit gloria mundi ! 





ANECDOTES of GAMING. 


Certain young We Indian was fome time fince at New- 
market, where he went to the hazard table with rol. in his 
pocket. He betted, he won; he again and again betted, and, 
as before, won and won again. Fortune favoured him, and 
in lefsthan two hours his original f ock of 1ol. was increafed to 
17,0001. the whole of w hich, in cafh.and Bank notes was in his 
pocket. Black D » who many people know, to their coft, as 
a friend took the young Weft Indian afide, and prevailed on him 
to go home, He went home, where he had been fearcely a 
quarter of an hour, when another gay acquaintance came in,and 
after rallying him fome time on his folitude and fequeftration, 
he induced him to the gaming table, where he lofl the 17,0001, 
and was forced to gi ive notes of hand for z50ol. more. 

A lady in the neighbourhood of Shrewibury was lately mar- 
ried, and inthe ever ning y at cards, with feveral ladies and gen- 
tlemen of es loit a “th oufand pounds, though her whole for- 
tune was but three ; the hufband next morning lefther, went to 
America, and is aeneueel never more to return. 








A Conftant Reader’s Reply to W. Weftcott’s Anfwer to an Enigma, 
inferted duguft 4. 


Pon W common a vice ’mongft mankind it is grown 
o efpy others faults w hilft they ’re blind to their own; 
} 


sven you, honeft a quite of reafon bereft, 
Hi ve to ight brought a cheat, but committed a theft. 


N.B. Mr. Weftcott’ anfwer to the enigma was taken from 
a fong in The Begear’s Opera. ; 
9 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Kite, of Stockland, to F. Quant’s Dueftion, 
inferted June 30. 






















T° find the height of the tower fay, As fine comp. of 

fecond Z of alt. 50° : 30,64 yards :: fine of fecond 

Z of alt. 40° : 25.7 yards, the height of the tower. 

Then,to find the propofer’s diftance from the tower when 

he took the firft Z of its alt. fay, As fine of firft 2 of 

alt, 209 : height of the tower 25,7 yards :: fine comp. of 

firft. 2 of alt. 70° : the propofer’s diitance from the tower. 

> 70,64 yards ; from which take 30,64 yards, the remain-~ 

der=40 yards is the breadth of the garden. Hence its 
content is found = 1600 yards, or ,375 acre. 
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A QUESTION, 4y Tafi, of Briftol. 


OW -many different ways can 1ojl. be paid by half- 
guineas value 10s. 6d, and moidores value 27s. od. 





4 QUESTION, by F. Adams, of Eaft-Stonehou/e. 


a v\ 
GIVEN x XC —x = maximum. Required the value 
of x, in terms of a, c, v,andm. 





ARTS and SCIENCES enigmatically exprefed, by Taffo, of 
Briftal. 


Ie ALF a folemn curfe, half a quadrupede, and one-third 
of ten thoufand. : 
2. One-third of a tree, a Latin conjuzStion, and half of 
crooked. 
3. A Turkith attendant, and three fevenths of the eppofite 
to health. Ae 
4. One-third of to pierce through, half an optic inftrument, 
and three-fourths.of to beltow. : 
5. Half a wooden veffel, one quarter of ideal, and one-third 
of candid, 


2D2 6. Three-thirteenths 
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6. Three-thirteenths of a judge of faces, and half a reaping 
hook. 

7 Three-fevenths of arural poem, one-third of abandoned, 
two-elevenths of diction, and a half-vowel. 

8. Half akind of ordnance, half a weed, and two-fifihs of 
an attendant of Diana. 

9. Half a difeafe, two-fifths of a cofmetic, half of to obferve, 
and two-fifths of an aromatic gum. 

10. Three-fifths of a differtation, the initial of a fign, one- 
third of an infe&t, and two-ninths of a word relating to ftrong 
exercifes. 

11. One-third of folitary, half a fneer, and the initial of a 
fruit. 

z. Three-tenths of formerly, three. fifths of a tree, and half 
a Spanifh coin, 








A REBUS, ¢y R. Rowe, Teacher of Mathematics, at Probus, 


King of Thrace, whofe horfes all were white ; 
And fhe chang’d to a mare for her delight ; 

He who by thunder deeply could divine ; 
She who cid fadly for Narciffus pine ; 
Him f id to be the jufteft judge of hell ; 
The goddefs of the fea, as poets tell ; 
He that in Attica to thieving turn’d, 
By Thefeus kill’d, and afterwards wat burn’d 

Find ovt the initials, rightly join the fame, 

A worthy correfpondent then you’l] name, 





J trae and particular Account of a firange, wonderful, and furs 
prifing Prophet, who is lately arrived in England, and may be 
Jeen at this Time in Lonaon, 


TE is not the wanddfing Jew, nor an old Levite, nor St 
H John, as fome imagine. It feems his generation was in 
the ark with Noah, and with Chrift when condemned to be cru- 
cifed. The feripture makes mention of him. He is no im- 
poftor. He knoweth not his parents, nor ever fucked the breaft 
of his mother. His beard is the colour of vermillion, which is 


ieldom or never cute He goes barefooted like a friar; wears 
neither bat, cap, nor wig; his coat is neither woven, knit, 
fpun, or made with hands; neither is it linen, woollen, leather, 
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or the fkin of a beaft; yet it is of a very fine colour. 
drinks no fort of wine, neither will he tafte ram, brandy, or 


213 
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' gin: cyder and malt liquors he has an equal averfion to. 
; uict is very moderate, and he is a ftranger to luxury of any fort, 
; and would rather dwell in a cottage than in a palace. He cares 


and his fayings are found true. 


not for the pomp and vanity of this wicked world, nor will 
he accept of money when offered him. He travels without 
fword, ftaff, or cane, yet he carri-s fuch weapons to defend him- 
felf as no man ever had. . He is often abufed by the wicked, 
yet he takes it patiently. He can neither read nor write, yet he 
1s equally fkilled in all languages both ancient and modern. His 
religion is tinétured with Pupery, as he keeps Lent itrictly, fel- 
dom drinking any thing buc water; neither is there any part of 
the Chriftian faitn that he denies. He fleeps neither fitting, 
ftanding, nor lying in a bed. He cries out on the wickedne(s of 
this world with ftretched out arms. He is an eminent pattern 
to mankind for he is always upon his watch. Men inall parts of 
the world underftand his language. He roufes men up by de- 
claring the day of the Lord was athand. Often when he {peaks 
the doors and windows fly open ; his voice is ftrong and viclent. 
He converted man, and brought tears from his eyes. He efteems 
the Englifh as a barbarous fort 0: people, and believes in a little 
time he thall be cruelly martyred by them. He prophecies daily, 





V ITHIN the bowels of tke earth I’m found, 


The greateft monarch, fir, is traly ble(s’d 
When he is in my gaody livery drefs’d. 
Once Jove, ’tis faid, defcended from above, 
And took my fhape to gain a laay’s love. 
Condemn me, then, unto devouring flame, 
You’!! find my conftancy is ftill the fame. 
iam the mifer’s chief, nay, whole delight ; 
And ’tis for me that pirates ftill do fight. 

A faithful fervantS am found, ’tis true, 

But if I get the maftery you’ |! ruc. 

Enough has now been faid my name to know, 
So tell it forth, and what [ am pray fhow. 





4n ENIGMA, by John Reynolds, of Falmouth. 


And much admir’d by all the nations rouad, 


POETRY 
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ODE addrefid to th BATHING-MACHINES a 
EXMOUTH. 


O {well the trophies of the rich and great, 
To deck the gilded bowers of pamper’d ftate, 
Oft ftrikes the venal mufe the foothing lyre ; 
Oft wakes to fame the piles of pond’rous ftone, 
The ivy-cover’d ruin bids be known, 
And guides the traveller to the diftant fpire. 
If mufic whifper through the trees, 
She heightens every found, 
And where the bubbling water plays, 
Still confecrates the found ; 


And where fair fortune {miles the moft, there moft her notes abound, 


Far from th’ ignoble tribe, I filent hail 
Th’ amphibious buildings of this fea-clos’d vale, 
Temples of health! which grace Exmothia’s fhore ! 
Sole fovereigns ye of thefe wide watry fields ! 
To whom the fea her daily tribute yields 
Of coral fhells and wild fantattic ore : 
Your prieftefles each early morn 
Salute the fragrant brine, 
While in your facred robes of fnow 
Fair nymphs their limbs entwine, 
A d beauty from your portals wide re-ufhers more divine. 


The bluftring winter your low roofs defy, 
While howling whirlwinds whiftle wildly by, 
And foaming turges {weep the founding fhore, 


Whote curling fummits dare the low’ring cloud, 
White 
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White eddying fand is whitk’d on blafts aloud, 
And repercuflive rocks return the roar. 
Still, amid nature’s wreck fecure, 
You view the fcene forlorn, 
And while the ftout, the towering matt, 
Is crackling downward borne, 
Your facred humble roofs nor dread nor yet provoke the ftorm. 


Oft as your hallow’d rounds I filent tread, 
As fancy holds fweet converfe with the dead, 
From yon rough rocks, upon th’ enraptur’d fight 
Burfts the pale moon in filver majefty, 
And in the bofomof the tranquil fea 
Pours her broad ftream of pure refulgent light: 
The winds their hollow breath retain, 
Unheard the minutes veer, 
Unruffled floats the azure main, 
No voice, no found is near, 
Save where fome haplefs lover’s figh flow undulates the air. 


Not thus the glowing orb of parting day, 
Whofe ftreams of glory on the mountains play, 
His ruddy flames dart o’er the weftern fky ; 
Not thus the grey-ting’d deep receives the even, 

But bright reflects the luftral tints of heaven, 
And cloud for cloud returns, and dye for dye, 
So fome fond maiden from the eyes 
Of him her foul’s delight, 
Catches the paffions, as they rife, 
In her reflecting light, 
Till, from th’ infpiring lover torn, the finks in fhades of night, 
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On the late THUNDER-STORM at OXFORD and Sundry 


other Places in this Kingdom, 
Addreffed to Mr, Wiu.iaMm Best, Wadham College. 


EAR heavn’s artill’ry in the fkies ! 
See! how the forked lightning flies! 
‘he firmament begins to blaze, 
And earth’s fad fons with wonder gaze 
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To fee the portals open wide, _ 
And clouds on clouds majettic ride ! 


Herds low through fear, they gafp for breath, 


And mingle with mankind in death ! 


Thou Great Firft Caufe, who fits on high, 


No more fuch dreadful peals let fly ! 
Withdraw from us thy chaft?ning rod, 
And do not frown, Almighty God! 


H***]b*ry, Fuly 28, 1783. 


Bt*eep, 
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Ox RESIGNATION. 
Wee changes God may fead, 


Though faith, I firmly treft 
For he is good and juft. 


If he-ordains a fcene of woe, 
With thanks I muft receive ; 

For to difpofe of things below 
Is his prerogative, 


If he recalls what I poffefs, 
I’1l humbly kifs the rod ; 

His facred name, like Jove, Pll blefs, 
Nor murmur at my God. 


Arife my foul, his mercies paint, 
His fovereignty atteit ; 

For he’s our ftrength when we are faint, 
And io fatigue our reft. 


When wafting ficknefs hurts the mind, 
He kindly proves our health ; 

In darknefs, him our light we find, 
In poverty our wealth. 


Then refignation, heavenly maid, 
Come eafe this tortur’d breaft ; 

Come lend thy bright celeftial aid 
To footh my foul to reft. 


Briftcl, July 29, 1783. 


That he will prove my gracious friend ; 


TASSO., 
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